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Float Entries, Volunteers and Sponsors Needed for the Annual  
Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest Thanksgiving Day Parade 

 

JULY 28, 2026 – KITCHENER, ON – Do you have a great idea for a parade float? Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest is 
extending an invitation to businesses and residents of Waterloo Region to submit an entry into the beloved, annual 
Thanksgiving Day Parade happening on Monday, October 12, 2026.  

Entries to be considered include large inflatables and self-propelled floats – flat deck trucks or lowboy units are 
discouraged. Pick-up trucks or automobiles may be used as a means of propulsion under a float or as a towing unit, if 
not recognizable in their basic form. 

Interested parties may contact Carol Tucker, Volunteer and Administration Manager at carolt@oktoberfest.ca by 
August 28th, 2026 for the Parade Float Application package. Corporate or nonprofit entry fees apply. 

Volunteers and Sponsors Welcome! 

Be part of our WUNDERBAR celebration! We’re looking for dedicated volunteers and community-minded sponsors to 
help make this day unforgettable for both visitors and residents. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

• Join the Parade Committee and help plan the route and festivities – sign up HERE 

• Serve as an event-day Marshal, keeping things running smoothly – sign up HERE 

• Carry signage along the parade route (great for students!) – sign up HERE 

Sponsorship Opportunities  

Align your company brand with a cherished community tradition. Sponsorship packages for floats and bands are 
available – reach out to Laurie Davison, Business Development Manager at lauried@oktoberfest.ca.  

Parade Route and Start Time 

As per the past few years, the Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest Thanksgiving Day Parade is starting in downtown 
Kitchener at 9:30 am at the corner of Frederick Street and Weber Street to Bridgeport Road and Weber Street in 
Waterloo. Attendees are encouraged to bring a cash donation or non perishable food item for the Onkel Hans Food 
Drive. 
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About Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest 

The first Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest was celebrated in 1969 at Concordia Club in Kitchener, organized by a group 
of dedicated founders. The keg was tapped and history was made. Since then, Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest has 
developed its own traditions, becoming one of the largest Bavarian Festivals outside of Germany. Tens of thousands of 
visitors celebrate annually in our Festhallen, at local restaurants and by attending one of our many family and cultural 
events. More than just biergartens, Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest is committed to supporting the cultural, economic 
and social vitality of Waterloo Region, bringing millions of dollars in economic benefit to the Region each year. 
Oktoberfest Cares provides funding for charitable partners and supports Festival initiatives that enrich our community 
such as the Onkel Hans Food Drive and keep admission costs low or free for favourites including the Women of the 
Year celebration and Waterloo Region Women’s Expo as well as family-friendly events like KIDtoberfest, Willkommen 
Platz and the Thanksgiving Day Parade. For more information visit www.oktoberfest.ca. 

Media Contact: 
Tracy Van Kalsbeek, Executive Director, Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest, 519-616-0793 or tracy@oktoberfest.ca   
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