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Damenfest Returns for Fourth Year with a Sustainability Focus 
• Networking Breakfast Celebrating Women in Waterloo Region 

• Speaker Panel includes Tova Davidson, Kim Wilhelm and Alex Szaflaska 

JULY 30, 2026 – KITCHENER, ON – Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest proudly announces the return of Damenfest – 
a vibrant networking experience that celebrates the incredible women of Waterloo Region, all embraced by 
Oktoberfest’s unmistakable spirit of Gemütlichkeit.  

“Damenfest continues to grow as a meaningful space for connection, conversation and celebration,” shares 
Executive Director Tracy Van Kalsbeek. “This year, we’re especially proud to bring together inspiring local leaders 
to explore sustainability through the lens of food rescue and waste reduction – issues that matter deeply to our 
community and reflect the spirit of care, collaboration and Gemütlichkeit that defines Kitchener-Waterloo 
Oktoberfest.” 

The event runs from 8:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m. on Friday, October 16th in the Crystal Ballroom at the Walper Hotel. 
Damenfest includes an inspiring morning of fantastic speakers sponsored by BDO, networking, a hearty breakfast 
sponsored by Guardian Capital and a special keg tapping and visit from Oktoberfest’s Tante Frieda. Close to 200 
guests from the local business and arts community, as well as members of the prestigious Women of the Year 
alumni, will be in attendance. 

This year’s Sustainability panel, moderated by local entrepreneur and podcaster Amy Schlueter, includes field 
experts Tova Davidson, Executive Director of Sustainable Waterloo Region, Kim Wilhelm, CEO of The Food Bank of 
Waterloo Region and Alex Szaflaska, Owner of TWB Brewing. Check out their bios HERE.  

Date & Time: Friday, October 16th from 8:00am – 10:00am 
Venue: The Walper Hotel, Downtown Kitchener 
Discussion Theme: Sustainability 
Tickets are $65.00 each and can be purchased HERE. Corporate tables are also available.  
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About Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest 
The first Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest was celebrated in 1969 at Concordia Club in Kitchener, organized by a 
group of dedicated founders. The keg was tapped and history was made. Since then, Kitchener-Waterloo 
Oktoberfest has developed its own traditions, becoming one of the largest Bavarian Festivals outside of Germany. 
Tens of thousands of visitors celebrate annually in our Festhallen, at local restaurants and by attending one of our 
many family and cultural events. More than just biergartens, Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest is committed to 
supporting the cultural, economic and social vitality of Waterloo Region, bringing millions of dollars in economic 
benefit to the Region each year. Oktoberfest Cares provides funding for charitable partners and supports Festival 
initiatives that enrich our community such as the Onkel Hans Food Drive and keep admission costs low or free for 
favourites including the Women of the Year celebration and Waterloo Region’s Women’s Expo or family-friendly 
events like KIDtoberfest, Thanksgiving Day Parade and the Willkommen Platz. For more information visit 
www.oktoberfest.ca. 
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