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Oktoberfest Goes Country Returns to the Willkommen Platz  
• Robyn Ottolini Headlines Thanksgiving Sunday as part of the Platz’s Free, Family-Friendly Celebration 

 
June 16, 2026 – KITCHENER, ON – Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest’s Willkommen Platz returns Thanksgiving 
weekend, bringing three days of Bavarian performances, live entertainment and free, family-friendly fun to downtown 
Kitchener. From Friday, October 9 to Sunday, October 11, the celebration will take over Carl Zehr Square, Kitchener 
City Hall, King Street and the Gaukel Block. 

Just announced, Oktoberfest Goes Country returns to the Willkommen Platz on Sunday, October 11, bringing a 
country twist to Thanksgiving weekend celebrations in downtown Kitchener. Headlining this year’s country showcase 
is fast-rising, Nashville-based singer-songwriter Robyn Ottolini, known for her sharp storytelling and breakout hit “F-
150.” 

Proudly sponsored by Circle K, festival-goers can enjoy traditional Bavarian entertainment, a lively biergarten, 
extensive vendor market and standout performances all weekend long. Daytime programming will feature favourites 
including Polka King  Walter Ostanek, Weiss Blau, buskers, accordionists and family-friendly activities, while evening 
entertainment includes previously announced headliners Bran Van 3000 with Bif Naked on October 9 and The 
Bulletproof Brothers Band opening for Lee Aaron on October 10. Thanksgiving Sunday will bring a country flair to the 
weekend lineup with Robyn Ottolini headlining Oktoberfest Goes Country. 

The event also features KIDtoberfest and DOGtoberfest and the second annual Sticks & Steins and Hockey with Hans 
road hockey tournaments.   

“Willkommen Platz is all about creating a vibrant Thanksgiving weekend experience for the whole community and 
we’re excited to bring back Oktoberfest Goes Country this year with Robyn Ottolini,” shares Tracy Van Kalsbeek, 
Executive Director of K-W Oktoberfest. “Alongside Bavarian traditions, great live music, festival favourites and family 
programming, it adds another exciting dimension to our free downtown celebration.” 

PHOTOS ENCLOSED: ROBYN OTTOLLINI, BIF NAKED AND LEE AARON. 
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About Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest 
The first Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest was celebrated in 1969 at Concordia Club in Kitchener, organized by a 
group of dedicated founders. The keg was tapped and history was made. Since then, Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest 
has developed its own traditions, becoming one of the largest Bavarian Festivals outside of Germany. Tens of 
thousands of visitors celebrate annually in our Festhallen, at local restaurants and by attending one of our many 
family and cultural events. More than just biergartens, Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest is committed to supporting 
the cultural, economic and social vitality of Waterloo Region, bringing millions of dollars in economic benefit to the 
Region each year. Oktoberfest Cares provides funding for charitable partners and supports Festival initiatives that 
enrich our community such as the Onkel Hans Food Drive and keep admission costs low or free for favourites 
including the Women of the Year celebration, Waterloo Region Women’s Expo as well as and family-friendly events 
like KIDtoberfest, Oktoberfest Thanksgiving Day Parade and the Willkommen Platz. For more information visit 
www.oktoberfest.ca. 
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