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The First 40 Years

Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest
1969-2008

A View from the Inside...



Introduction

The Archives Committee of Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest is happy to make available,
to everyone, this record of the Festival from its beginnings in 1969 through the 40th Festival

in 2008.

Photographs have been assembled from various volunteers, the office files, the Doris Lewis
Rare Books Library at the University of Waterloo (with huge thanks to Susan Mavor and Jane
Britton), the files of Dolf Bogad (formerly of Forde Studios), and the press clippings

preserved over the years by Anne Willcox and Dolores Trask.

Special thanks to Jack Bishop for his invaluable input; to Owen Lackenbauer for getting the
historical initiative rolling; to Tegan Thuss for the Cover design, layout and final editing of
the document; to the K-W Oktoberfest Inc. staff for their much appreciated help; and

Heidi Peller-Oliver for her dedication to the project this past year.

As you review this document, you will appreciate the talents and dedication of hundreds of
volunteers, over these many years, in the creation and expansion of Canada’s Greatest

Bavarian Festival.

Co-Editor — Bob Wagner, Past Chair of Archives, Past Chair of Parade, and
prior member of Community Advisory Council.

Co-Editor — Heidi Peller-Oliver, Vice-Chair of Archives, Co Vice-Chair and
*8 member of Lottery, Past Vice-Chair & member of Buttons, member of
International Talent, Maypole, Gemuetlichkeit Committees, Past Member

of Downtown Production; past Sales Associate for Hans Haus.
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The seeds for Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest, as it is known, were planted by the Concordia Club in 1967
as a celebration for Canada’s Centennial. The event was held for its members and guests, and attracted 2,500
revelers. It was repeated in 1968, and attendance rose to 4,000. Darwin Clay, the President of Budd
Automotive, who was Chair of the Visitor and Convention Bureau, of the Chamber of Commerce, and saw
the potential for a city-wide Festival.

Owen Lackenbauer, PR Manager with B IF Goodrich, and Dick Hermansen, PR manager of Wilfrid Laurier
University, were recruited; and, in early 1969 they met with the German Clubs, service clubs and Bingeman
Park to plan a city-wide Oktoberfest in the fall of 1969. The first Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest was a great
community-wide success with an attendance of 70,000 people; planning than commenced for the 1970
Community-wide Festival which was a whole new initiative.

Two firsts occurred in the 1969: German Clubs’ Festival - the first Miss Oktoberfest was selected from
Transylvania Club, and the first poster, with Julius, was created (see Pg. 35 and Pg. 30 respectively).
Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest became an incorporated not-for- profit community organization, kicking

things into high gear.

GREETINGS FROM THE CONCORDIA CLUB

The Concordia Club has always been
known for good fellowship, fun and
“Gemuetlichkeit” and our eleven social
and entertainment groups, who participate
very uctively, make sure no function we
hold can be deseribed as “dull™.

The Concordia, as the birthplace of K-W
Oktoberfest, maintains the true German
atmosphere and (radition, not only at
Oktoberfest, but throughout the year.

On behalf of all our members we wish you
an unforgettable time in our Twin-Citics
during Oktoberfest and:

“Ein Prosit der Gemuetlichkeit”

Wemer Metrger,
Misy Concordia, and the ferner Metzger
Carnival Princess President, Concordiz Club



Finsd Ohiobenfesd Commiffee 719469

Leds Lo Right: Owen Lackenbauer, Parwin Clay, Pr,Jack Bishop, Rich Tomfinson, Frank Tessand,
Pred:Schwaben-Cfub, Hon, Keith Hymman,House of Commons, Richand Hexmansen,nedl present,

Wenner Metsgen,Pres:Cocondia-Club,Michaef HBach,Pred:Transyfvandia-CLlub. Richatd Mausseny
Pres:AEpine-Club.

The original Board of Directors and Civic Officials — 1970

From Left: Archie Gillies, Kitchener Chamber of Commerce; Barry Burnstein, Downtown Business;

Lawrence Bingeman, Bingeman Park; P. Hulbert; Jonas Bingeman, Bingeman Park; Herb Schneider,

J.M. Schneider; Dr. Jack Bishop; Bob Wagner, City Appointee; Darwin Clay, Chair; Mike Walters, Secretary;
Werner Metzger, Pres. Concordia; Michael Hoesch, Pres. Transylvania; Dick Hermansen, General Manager;

Paul Weiner, Pres. Schwaben Club; Spec Turner, GM Waterloo Chamber; Richard Mausser, Pres. Alpine Club;
Don Meston, Mayor Waterloo; Fred Ryan, Manager Waterloo Square; Carl Hesse, Hotel Industry; Bryce Rhunke,
Manager Fairview Park Mall and Owen Lackenbauer, PR Manager of B F Goodrich and of Kitchener-Waterloo
Oktobetrfest.

Absent: N. Schneider, J.R. Zuber Jr.
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Whereas this dap, the 7th. dap of Ortober
i the pear mineteen hundred & seventy-seven
gignifies the official start of the 1977 Ritchener-
aterloo Oktoberfest.

And whereas all citizens and vigitors are
called upon forthwith to enter into the mervument
and festivities of the occasion;

And whereas the teue spinit,the Gemiutlichkeit”
of our old world heritage which 18 reflected in
the citizency of thig commumity shall reign dur-
ing the ensuing days;

And whereas the municipal council has m-
gtructed that a proclamation be 1gsued to qive
effect to the wishes of the said councilin that
behalf;

Therefore be it Regolved that Ritchener-
Waterloo Oktoberfest is hereby declared to be
a civic celebration in the City of Ritchener
during the period October 7th to October 15th,
1977

Gipen under my hand in the ity of Ritchener
this 7th dap of October, A.1D.1977

iy #P fCoantig
Mlorley a. i%osrnbu:ﬁ,ﬁlm_}or
Citp of Ritchener

A Proclamation is read each year by the Mayor of Kitchener, during the Opening Ceremonies.



Preparing for the expanded Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest in 1970, the Board followed the traditions of the
German Community with the fun, food and music of their heritage; which were seen as having enormous
potential as a unique tourist attraction for our Communities.

The original Partner Festhallen included Bingemans, which was a Family-run entertainment Centre with a
capacity of 2,600 in two rooms, operated by the Bingeman family - Esther, Lawrence and Jonas.

In addition, local Service Clubs soon joined Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest in sponsoring their own Clubs;
which included Altes Muenchen Haus (operated by Lions Club of Kitchener), Heidelberg Haus (operated by
Twin Cities Optimists), Karlsberg Haus (operated by the Twin City Kiwanis Club) and Oktoberfest Haus
(operated by Kitchener Oktoberfest Lions).

All had their unique atmosphere and were favorites to their guests every year; both the German Clubs and

the Service Club Halls are still in operation 40 years later.

Middle: Bill Renaud, President of Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest in 1981, surrounded by the early

German Club Presidents. Bottom row (1-r): Stefan Jauch, Schwaben Club President; John Penteker, Transylvania
Club President; Bill Renaud, President of Oktoberfest; August Popp, Concordia Club President; Richard Mausser,
Alpine Club President. Top row (I-r): Tony Weiss, Vice-President of Schwaben; Walter MacLean, MP; Dr. Jack
Bishop, Past President of Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest; Julius Rauchfuss, Mr. Oktoberfest; Guenter Jessat;

Advisory Council; Otto Werner, owner of graphic studio; Ernie Breitschneider, Concordia Club
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Below are the five German Clubs and a brief history of their origins. Each German Club has a president,
queen and dance group that represent the particular region of German background the club was formed
around. Each club has their own type of German food they serve, unique to their area or origin. Since 1970,

German Clubs have become official Festhallen during Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest.

Alpine Club: founded in 1953, the original members hailed from

Gottscheer, in what is now Slovenia.

Concordia Club: with origins dating to 1873 in Kitchener, the
Concordia Club, as its name implies, is a harmony of member’s

whose backgrounds are from all regions of German-speaking Europe.

Hubertushaus: founded in 1954, covers virtually all regions of
German-speaking Europe. The German-Canadian Hunting and
Fishing Club was founded by a group of members with a special

interest in hunting, wildlife and the natural environment at the club.

Schwaben Club: with its varied heritage of peoples; from along the
Danube River and Yugoslovia, Hungary, Romania, and Germany;
Schwaben Club members “have various special traditions from these
countries" that are passed on to their children. This Club has four

dance groups ranging from ages 5 to 65.

Transylvania Club: dedicated to sharing German culture, including

the unique Transylvania Saxon heritage and language of the founding

members; the Transylvania Club was formed in 1951.



Authentic German Music and Singing, Folk Dancers and Schuhplattiers

ALPINE CLUB

464 Maple Avenue (Corner Union and Lancaster)
Kitchener, 519-744-1521

Tasty German and Ausinan Food sened
Famous for our Alping Club Apple Strude,

OPEN ALL WEEK LONG!

Goncordia Club

429 Ottawa SL. S., Kitchener, 519-745-5617
www,concordiaclub.ca
Join us in the largest Festhalle in KW
for all the entertainment and food
that makes a great Oktoberfest

Sjubertushoug

"~ MANNHEIM, 519-634-8491
FRIENDLY GERIMAN HOSPITALITY » AUTHENTIC GERMAN DELICACIES
INCLUDING QOUR FAMOUS “ROLLBRATEN AND SPAETZLE™
BOGENSCMUETZENFEST {(ARCHERY COMPETITION)
JOIN US FOR A REALLY GOOD TIME

FOR TICKETS CALL CONNIE 519-578-5821
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The five German Clubs, pictured above with information; each has their own unique crest,

atmosphere, music, dance group(s), and food. Their dedication to Gemuetlichkeit, along

with the Service Clubs who operate the other Festhallen, is what has continued to make

Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest the Greatest Bavarian Festival outside of Munich.
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In 1970, with the leadership of PR Chair, Owen Lackenbauer, the mult-titled Jack Bishop, General
Manager Dick Hermansen, President Darwin Clay, and the members of the new Board, many new

initiatives began; including recruiting new volunteers:

the Parade, which from day one, was a major attraction of the Festival

* organizing an international Miss Oktoberfest Pageant

working with the Festhallen Operators to establish standards of service and products offered

Inga Puhl lary-Recoptl

The friendly warmth of Bavaria brightens the Okiober-
fost office when Inga smiles . ., and she smiles ofton
in spile of the pressure and heavy work-load of & busy
office.

Born in Berchiesgadon, out where the Alps _beqln.
this highly-talented young lady is a recent arrival to
Canada and Is eagérly anticipating her first North
Amaorican beer festival.

In her twenty-two years Inga has seen much of
Europe. A thorough lraining in German business oti-
quelle has made her an ideal link with the numorous
groups and companios that deal with Okloberfest,

Inga and Richard, with Dick H.,
made up the original office staff.

soliciting sponsorships with local companies

public relations projects, which were all extremely successful
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Jack Bishop, Dick Hermansen, and Darwin Clay

Richard B. Tomli Assistant Co-Ordl

Born In England, Richard (Rick) Tomlinson, camo 1o
Canada when he was four years old, Ralzed and edu-
cated in Kitchonor and Walorleo, Rick worked cight
years in advertising and public relations, before join-
ing the Lions Club of Kitchener's Expo Projecl. After
being the “Babysilter” for 50 5, he spent
two years at Conestoga College, majering in Gommu-
nication Arls,

In 1969 Rick becamo a part of the first Kitchener-
Watorloo Oktoberfest, and became the First Bier
Doktar. Last year ha was Director of Administration
lor a half-way house in Brampton, Every night during
Okloberlest, he commuled back 1o Kitchener 10 help
the committee.

Now a year round slall member, Rick is respongible
for accreditation, the souvenir program and is involved
in all special projects and panic areas.
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OCTOBER 9th to18th 1970

The “Million Dollar Poster”, termed this because it was banned by the LCBO and was ordered to
be removed from public view, due to the reference to “beer.” It was treated as international news
in Time Magazine. Owen had hit the jackpot publicity-wise!
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